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On January 4th Oksana Villa,
top dancer from Pebble Hills 
High School, represented all 
of Socorro ISD well by being 
chosen to receive a scholarship at 
the TDEA convention. Only 4 dancers 
out of 372 were selected for this honor. Oksana 
beat out the majority by catching the eye of the 
workshop choreographer from the Dallas Cow-
boys Rhythm and Blue Dancers, during the student 
showcase rehearsal. The scholarship will allow 
Oksana to return to Houston for a summer 
intensive this July. Her dance teacher, Monica 
Perez, is one of her inspirations. “I was happy to 
make my dance teacher proud. If it weren’t for 
her, I wouldn’t be the dancer I am,” says Oksana. 

On Saturday, January 28th, Socorro ISD mariachi 
ensembles took the stage at the annual UIL 
Mariachi Festival. All six of our SISD high school 
groups advanced to the state event that will take 
place on February 24th and 25th in Seguin, Texas. 
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Coming Up 

01/28 UIL HS Mariachi – Eastwood HS 
01/30-02/01 - MS All Region Jazz Rehearsals – Del Valle HS 
02/01 Black History Month Awards – SISD Board Room 
02/02 MS All Region Jazz Concert – UTEP 6:30 pm 
02/03 TDEA DEAL Dance Assessment – Montwood HS 
02/04 UIL Solo and Ensemble – Hanks HS 
02/06 SISD Jazz Contest – Entries DUE 
02/08-02/12 TMEA All State Music Convention 
02/10 UIL OAP Entry DUE 
02/10 UIL Theatrical Design Entry DUE 
02/11 EPISD Dance Contest 
02/11 SISD El Paso Museum of Art Student Showcase
02/14 Happy Valentine’s Day!  
02/16-02/17 EPISD Jazz Contest – Coronado HS
02/18 HS VASE - Hanks HS 
02/21 SISD Pre UIL Choir Contest – Entries DUE 
02/23-02/24 SISD Jazz Contest – Montwood HS 
02/24-02/25 UIL State Mariachi Contest – Seguin, TX 
02/25 Elementary Art TEAMS Add/Delete
02/25 YISD Dance Contest 
02/28 UIL HS Orchestra Entries DUE 
02/28 UIL MS Band Entries DUE 
03/01 Junior VASE Add/Delete Closes 
03/02-03/04 Hanks Jazz Festival 
03/02 UIL HS OAP Rehearsal 1-6A – Pebble Hills HS 
03/03 UIL HS OAP District 1-6A – Pebble Hills HS 
03/03 SISD Pre-UIL MS Orchestra Entries DUE 
03/04 UIL MS Choir Entries DUE 
03/04 SISD Pre-UIL HS Band Entries DUE  









This past semester, SISD music students participated in the TMEA All-State band, 
choir and jazz audition process. This year SISD had 7 students qualify for the 
All-State Band, 1 for the All-State Jazz Band, and 2 for the All-State Choir. These 
students are amongst the top 2% of musicians across the state of Texas to be 
selected for All-State ensembles. These students will attend the TMEA All-State 
Convention from February 8th-11th in San Antonio, Texas, where they will take part in 
clinics, alongside world-renowned conductors. Big congratulations to these students 
and their directors! 

Congratulations
TMEA ALL STATE MUSICIANS
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ALL STATE DANCERS
Socorro ISD is proud to support advancement opportunities for our dance students.
Every year each high school selects one student to represent them at the annual Texas 
Dance Educators’ Association Convention in Houston, Texas. The TDEA website states 
that, “TDEA provides opportunities for this progress through a series of events that take 
place during a three-day convention. Professional workshops, technique classes, 
exhibits, master classes, performances, and acknowledgment dinners are all included.” 
 
On January 4th Oksana Villa, top dancer from Pebble Hills High School, 
represented all of Socorro ISD well by being chosen to receive a 
scholarship at the TDEA convention. Only 4 dancers out of 372 were 
selected for this honor. Oksana beat out the majority by catching the eye 
of the workshop choreographer from the Dallas Cowboys Rhythm and 
Blue Dancers, during the student showcase rehearsal. The scholarship will 
allow Oksana to return to Houston for a summer intensive this July. Her 
dance teacher, Monica Perez, is one of her inspirations. “I was happy to 
make my dance teacher proud. If it weren’t for her, I wouldn’t be the 
dancer I am,” says Oksana. 

She plans to pursue dance in college, with goals of earning a master's 
degree, moving to Los Angeles to begin her dance career, and ultimately 
settling down as a dance teacher. Her advice to future students is to take 
advantage of every opportunity available. 
 
 

Congratulations















Why �e Fine Arts Ma�er

Fine arts teachers work tirelessly to provide their 
students with every opportunity possible to flourish. 
They start with the basics, build up their skills, instill 
discipline, then nudge them along, equipped with all 
the tools necessary to succeed. The hope is that they 
will use these tools as a creative outlet, to ultimately 
make the world a better place. As these seeds are 
planted, educators may not always know if they were fruitful or not. One 
individual, however, is proof that such teachers can make all the difference. 
Laura Aguirre, piano teacher at Montwood Middle School, is a testament to 
what fine arts educators can mean to their students.  

Inspired by her high school piano and band teachers, Ms. Aguirre has proudly 
carried on the music education tradition. “My piano teacher was my main 
inspiration. She was always so fun, nice, talented and welcoming. I 
want to be like her,” Aguirre says. Ron Pingor, her former band 
director from Parkland High School, also helped to develop her 
love of music. These initial mentors, along with early exposure 
to the piano, led to her interest and growth in this discipline.  

Montwood Middle School can boast that it was the first school 
in Socorro ISD to have an exclusive piano program. To this day, 
every class she teaches is maxed out. Since kids don't 
have to rent this instrument or pay any additional fees, 
it makes it easier for them to participate. The piano, 
typically being a solitary instrument, also means that 
shy or introverted students find it more enjoyable.

Ms. Aguirre has experience in painting, 
drawing, percussion, and piano, amongst 
other things. Because of this, she is the 
perfect fine arts renaissance woman to 
teach our young and eager SISD students. 
In knowing that music promotes focus, 
pride, and creativity, Ms. Aguirre will 
continue her path as a music educator.
In doing so, she will inspire a multitude 
of students to pursue music, just as her 
mentors did for her.  



ABOVE &
BEYOND Living the Dream  

Stephanie Romero Retires
Stephanie Romero, longtime elementary art teacher with SISD, retired on 
January 11, 2023. Throughout her years in education, she taught all levels 
of the visual arts. She was one to take advantage of every workshop or 
professional development opportunity, making her the master art 
teacher that she is today. She always has and will inspire the next 
generation of art educators, forcing their standards to be higher. 
Stephanie taught with skill, compassion, and the understanding that fine 
arts could positively change the lives of so many children. Focusing 
intensely on underserved populations and students with disabilities, she 
made sure no one was left behind. Though her quick wit and unbridled 
passion for the arts will be severely missed, we know that she will 
continue to inspire future educators by leading her own workshops. 
She also plans to travel, spend more time with her family, and create her 
own artworks. Thank you, Mrs. Romero, for who you are and all that you 
have given to SISD! 

KELLY WEDDINGTON 
Kelly Weddington, orchestra teacher at William 
D. Slider Middle School, always goes the extra 
mile for her students. Ensuring that her young 
musicians are exposed to multiple 
experiences, she arranged for the Grammy 
Nominated Judy Carmichael Trio to play at her 
campus on Friday, January 27th. The talented 
jazz trio was scheduled to perform at the 
El Paso ProMusica Festival. We are 
grateful that Ms. Weddington put in the     
effort to enrich the lives of her students. 



The SISD Fine Arts Department believes in the importance 
of acknowledging our teachers and all the hard work 
they put into teaching. From working evenings,
weekends, and holidays to instilling confidence, 
creativity, and determination in our SISD students, 
they always go above and beyond.  

Below are two shining examples of such teachers. 
Congratulations to Alejandra Gallardo, art teacher 
at Desert Wind/Dr. Sue A. Shook/Horizon Heights/
Mission Ridge & Ismael Reyes, band director at 
Socorro Middle School, for being our January Fine Arts 
Teachers of the Month!   

 SISD Fine Arts Teacher Of the Month
January

Alejandra Gallardo 

WHAT MADE YOU WANT TO TEACH ART?  
I wanted to teach art because, after learning how my 
students learn in the classroom with core subjects, I realized 
the importance of whole brain development. I also love 
watching my students want to express their visions and 
emotions through their art. 

WHY DO YOU LIKE TEACHING ELEMENTARY STUDENTS?  
Elementary students are like sponges and not afraid to make 
mistakes, even though there is no such thing as mistakes. My 
2nd through 5th grade students love to explore, learn and 
share ideas all the time.  

WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE ARTIST?  
Frida Kahlo and my grandmother, who both shared a lot of 
artistic similarities, and both are from the same time and 
place.  

WHAT IS SOMETHING INTERESTING ABOUT YOU THAT FEW PEOPLE 
KNOW? 
Before college, I lived and worked in Oaxaca for a month 
and Cancun for eight months for the most beautiful art 
gallery stores. 

WHAT TEACHER INSPIRED YOU?  
Mrs. Beltrán, my 5th grade teacher at 
Lamar Elementary School 



 SISD Fine Arts Teacher Of the Month
January

SHARON PLUNK
PDN ACADEMY MUSIC

MUSIC SPECIALIST

JAVIER HERNANDEZ
BILL SYBERT K-8

HEAD BAND DIRECTOR 

WELCOME TO THE TEAM

Ismael Reyes 

WHAT MADE YOU WANT TO TEACH BAND?  
I have always had a passion for music. During my middle school and high school 
years, this passion was nurtured by excellent role models and great experiences 
that inspired me to one day provide that same experience for my future 
students. 

WHY DO YOU LIKE TEACHING MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS?  
I love teaching middle school students because it is challenging and rewarding. 
You have the opportunity to start kids on an instrument, which I would like to add 
is difficult. Then, you get to develop them and watch them become proficient in 
their instrument. Laying a good foundation and preparing them for the next level 
(high school) is challenging and rewarding being part of their musical growth. 

WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE BAND/MUSICIAN?  
My favorite musician is jazz trombonist Bill Watrous. 

WHAT IS SOMETHING INTERESTING ABOUT YOU THAT FEW PEOPLE KNOW?  
Something really interesting about me is that I am really good at math
and, at some point in my career, I contemplated becoming a math 
teacher. I enjoyed it so much, that I taught math during fall intersession 
at my school and I might add I did a good job. Students were surprised 
I knew the math content.

WHAT TEACHER INSPIRED YOU?  
There were many mentors in my life that inspired and pushed me to 
pursue music education. To name a few: David Jasso, my middle 
school teacher, Alma Beach & Marvin Parker, my high school band 
directors, and last but, not least, my studio teacher in college, 
Dr. Steve Wilson. 





Have a performance/event that's not already on our 
district's calendar that you'd like us to know about?

Step #1 go to www.sisd.net/FineArts

 #2 click on Fine Arts Performance Noti�cation

     #3 click on 2022-2023 Fine Arts Performance Noti�cation

Please submit anything 
you'd like for the Fine Arts 
Department to share and 
help to promote it for you!

Want us to celebrate your program’s 
accomplishments with you? 
Let us know how you did! 

Step #1 go to www.sisd.net/FineArts

 #2 click on Results Noti�cation

     #3 click on Results Noti�cation 2022-2023 

THANK YOU
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